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TEI Publisher: 
What? How?
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TEI Publisher is …

❏ a platform based on eXist-db, a database management system based on XML 

technology

❏ an easy-to-use tool to publish TEI XML files or other types of XML

❏ a prêt-à-porter application customizable with few tweaks
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What can TEI Publisher do …

❏ … as the main instance?

❏ Presentation of various XML files, ODDs and templates to observe the extent of the tool

❏ Playground area to upload your own files and test the ODDs/templates to see what fits best

❏ Annotation area to discover how to annotate (named entities or other) some already existing 

files or files you uploaded yourself

❏ … as the tool that generates an application?

❏ Customized ODD and templates to display your XML files exactly as you want 

❏ Documentation or additional information in HTML or Markdown format

❏ PDF or EPUB export of the XML files
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Ensuring sustainability and ease of use: a solid and fixed code 
base

❏ A specific and unique folder for the XML files

❏ Some untouchable files

❏ To guarantee the update of new releases 

❏ Some automatically updated files

❏ Taking into account the changes made in the ODD

❏ Some files for enhancing your application

❏ Multilingualism, design, search, etc.

❏ Two main elements for a great display

❏ Reproducing the XML tree as it is encoded: ODD transformation

❏ Managing the information to display: HTML Templates
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Providing documents: TEI XML compatible and more

❏ Main type of documents: TEI XML files
❏ Text Encoding Initiative (TEI) → Standard for the representation of texts in 

a digital format, in particular in the field of humanities and linguistics

❏ Tagging rules for the encoding of texts according to the type of text and 

the information given

❏ Opportunity to have multiple layers of content (named entities, critical 

notes, old and modern versions, original/translation, etc.)

❏ Other types of documents
❏ DocBook XML (ex: TEI Publisher documentation)

❏ DOCX (with an automatic conversion to TEI)
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Reproducing the XML tree as it is encoded: ODD 
transformation

The TEI Processing Model suggests how a given element may be transformed to produce 
one or more outputs
Three key elements to the transformation

❏ Predicate → For multiple displays of a single element, it allows you to specify a 
situation for the element (place in the tree, attribute, mode, etc.) 

❏ Behaviour → Defines the way to interpret the element (block, heading, inline, etc.)
❏ Web-component → Specific to TEI Publisher to produce interactivity in the 

HTML

❏ Rendition → Defines the CSS style wanted for the element (alignment, colour, 
decoration, size, weight, etc.)
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https://tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/TD.html#TDPMPM


How TEI element transformation rules work in the ODD
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Various displays of <div> according to the behaviour and predicate
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Specific rendition for <div>
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Managing the information to display: HTML 
Templates

The HTML template can go from a very simple page (only the transformed XML is 
displayed) to a page offering multiple options of content
❏ Modes

❏ Different displays for a single element 
❏ Created with the “Predicate” in the ODD and declared in the HTML

❏ Panels
❏ Multiple content at the same time → text, index, notes, facsimile, etc.
❏ Allows to show at the same time several layers of the encoding

❏ Toolbar
❏ Access to extra content such as table of content, metadata, licence, citation, etc.
❏ Transformation of the content of the <teiHeader>
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Several panels on a single HTML page, showing the text, its translation and notes
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Several panels on a single HTML page, showing the text, the facsimile, and an index of 
named entities Page 14 of 42



One panel but two modes (with or without line endings)
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One panel but three modes (diplomatic version, reading version with named entities and 
reading version with critical annotations) Page 16 of 42



Various examples of toolbars, from basic to detailed

Early English Books Online

Digital Scholarly Editions

Desenrollando el cordel
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A lighter and advanced solution for the 
images: IIIF

❏ What is IIIF ?

❏ IIIF = International Image Interoperability Framework

❏ Promote interoperability by creating a common technical framework for the 

standardized distribution of high definition images on the Web in order to make 

them searchable, manipulable and annotable by any compatible application

❏ The choice of IIIF …

❏ … offers high resolution images

❏ … ensures a lighter instance

❏ … makes the reuse easier
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Display of the navigation available inside the facsimile hosted on a IIIF server 
(Shakespeare’s play) Page 19 of 42



Display of the navigation available inside the facsimile hosted on a IIIF server 
(Dictionary with localization of the entries on the facsimile) Page 20 of 42



An extended and thorough documentation

Detailed information, given step by step 
from installation to app generator, from 
API to annotation

Visual aid to understand better the 
content
❏ Excerpt of the content of the code, in 

colours 
❏ Illustrations of some elements (pictures 

or GIFs)
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The (active) community

❏ Staying updated about new releases or features

→ Community meetings, e-editiones announcements, Slack

❏ Obtaining technical information or support 

→ GitHub, Slack

❏ Knowing about the scope of use from others 

→ Community meetings, e-editiones map
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https://www.e-editiones.org/tags/meetups/
https://www.e-editiones.org/tags/announcements/
https://join.slack.com/t/e-editiones/shared_invite/zt-e19jc03q-OFaVni~_lh6emSHen6pswg
https://github.com/eeditiones
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https://www.e-editiones.org/map/


Map of TEI Publisher instances and an example of a registered instance 

TEI Publisher registry available on their website 
→ https://www.e-editiones.org/map/ 

❏ Register all the applications created with TEI 
Publisher and shared with e-editiones

❏ Access to its location on the map, a summary of 
its content, the link to the instance and how to 
contact the person in charge
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Examples of TEI 
Publisher 
instances
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Instances made by the TEI Publisher team as 
examples

❏ Hosted by TEI Publisher on their 
server

❏ Diversity of documents
❏ Letters
❏ Plays
❏ Reports
❏ Books

When the Wall Came Down Van Gogh Letters Shakespeare's Plays Early English Books

❏ Generic design, no other 
homepage
❏ Two with the default CSS
❏ Two with customized CSS

❏ Access to interesting options
❏ Language
❏ Filters
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https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/dodis-facets/index.html
https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/vangogh/index.html
https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/shakespeare-pm/index.html
https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/eebo/index.html


Early English Books Online (Homepage)
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https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/eebo/index.html


Shakespeare’s Plays (Homepage)
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https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/shakespeare-pm/index.html


When the Wall Came Down (Homepage)
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https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/dodis-facets/index.html


Van Gogh Letters (Homepage)
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https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/vangogh/index.html


Van Gogh Letters (List of the files in the corpus)
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https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/vangogh/index.html


Instances created by digital humanists and 
others

Digital Scholarly Editions Antonomaz Desenrollando el cordel

❏ Hosted by outside server 
(Huma-num or University of Geneva)

❏ Diversity of documents
❏ Letters
❏ Chapbooks
❏ Writings

❏ Customized design

❏ Access to interesting options
❏ Several collections in the same instance
❏ Additional information provided 

(resources, about, etc.)
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https://discholed.huma-num.fr/exist/apps/discholed/index.html
https://antonomaz.huma-num.fr/exist/apps/Antonomaz/home.html
https://desenrollandoelcordel.unige.ch/inicio.html


Antonomaz (Homepage)
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https://antonomaz.huma-num.fr/exist/apps/Antonomaz/home.html


Antonomaz (List of the files in the corpus)
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https://antonomaz.huma-num.fr/exist/apps/Antonomaz/home.html


Desenrollando el cordel (Homepage)
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https://desenrollandoelcordel.unige.ch/inicio.html


Desenrollando el cordel (List of files in the corpus “Moreno”)
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https://desenrollandoelcordel.unige.ch/inicio.html


DiScholEd (Homepage)
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https://discholed.huma-num.fr/exist/apps/discholed/index.html


DiScholEd (List of files in the collection “Paul d’Estournelles de Constant”)
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https://discholed.huma-num.fr/exist/apps/discholed/index.html


Working with 
TEI Publisher



Discovering TEI Publisher
❏ Demo Collection:

❏ Various XML files (letters, plays, novels, etc.) with each their ODD and templates, to 
showcase what TEI Publisher has to offer by displaying specific features

❏ Link: http://localhost:8080/exist/apps/tei-publisher/index.html?tab=0&collection=test

❏ Playground:
❏ Area to upload your own documents and to test them with every ODD and templates to 

evaluate your need in terms of features
❏ Playground: 

http://localhost:8080/exist/apps/tei-publisher/index.html?tab=0&collection=playgroun
d 

❏ Instruction: 
https://github.com/FloChiff/workshop-discholed-tei2022/blob/main/instructions/worki
ng_with_tei_publisher.md#discovering-the-playground  
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http://localhost:8080/exist/apps/tei-publisher/index.html?tab=0&collection=test
http://localhost:8080/exist/apps/tei-publisher/index.html?tab=0&collection=playground
http://localhost:8080/exist/apps/tei-publisher/index.html?tab=0&collection=playground
https://github.com/FloChiff/workshop-discholed-tei2022/blob/main/instructions/working_with_tei_publisher.md#discovering-the-playground
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Developing your own ODD

❏ The ODD is the file where we will add the elements we want to display 
specifically (rendition, predicate, behaviour, template and/or parameters)

❏ Instruction: 
https://github.com/FloChiff/workshop-discholed-tei2022/blob/main/instruc
tions/working_with_tei_publisher.md#developing-your-own-odd 
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https://github.com/FloChiff/workshop-discholed-tei2022/blob/main/instructions/working_with_tei_publisher.md#developing-your-own-odd
https://github.com/FloChiff/workshop-discholed-tei2022/blob/main/instructions/working_with_tei_publisher.md#developing-your-own-odd


Generating your own application

❏ With the ODD and a chosen template, you can generate an application with 
all the basics elements needed and then, custom-made it

❏ Instruction: 
https://github.com/FloChiff/workshop-discholed-tei2022/blob/main/instruc
tions/working_with_tei_publisher.md#generating-your-own-application 
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https://github.com/FloChiff/workshop-discholed-tei2022/blob/main/instructions/working_with_tei_publisher.md#generating-your-own-application
https://github.com/FloChiff/workshop-discholed-tei2022/blob/main/instructions/working_with_tei_publisher.md#generating-your-own-application


Modifying the application as you want

❏ Displaying the facsimile: Visualize next to each other the transcription and the image 

it’s coming from

❏ Creating and displaying modes: Showing the same element in various ways

❏ Working with the index: Having access on the same page to the information about the 

named entities of the text

❏ Displaying the sourceDoc: Exhibiting next to each other the flat transcription and its 

diplomatic version

❏ Creating a collection: Offering the possibility of various corpus into one application
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https://github.com/FloChiff/workshop-discholed-tei2022/blob/main/instructions/working_with_tei_publisher.md#displaying-the-facsimile
https://github.com/FloChiff/workshop-discholed-tei2022/blob/main/instructions/working_with_tei_publisher.md#creating-and-displaying-modes
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Resources
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Resources

❏ TEI Publisher: https://teipublisher.com/index.html 

❏ TEI Publisher Documentation: 

https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/tei-publisher/documentation?odd=docbook.odd 

❏ TEI Processing Model: https://tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/TD.html#TDPMPM 

❏ TEI Publisher GitHub: https://github.com/eeditiones 

❏ e-editiones: https://www.e-editiones.org/ 

❏ IIIF : https://iiif.io/ 
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TEI Publisher Instances

❏ Van Gogh Letters: https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/vangogh/index.html 

❏ Early English Books Online: https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/eebo/index.html 

❏ Shakespeare’s Plays: https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/shakespeare-pm/index.html 

❏ When the Wall Came Down: https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/dodis-facets/index.html 

❏ Desenrollando el cordel: https://desenrollandoelcordel.unige.ch/inicio.html 

❏ Digital Scholarly Editions: https://discholed.huma-num.fr/exist/apps/discholed/index.html 

❏ Antonomaz: https://antonomaz.huma-num.fr/exist/apps/Antonomaz/home.html 
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Thank you for your attention

Any questions ?
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Contact : floriane.chiffoleau[at]inria.fr


